S                      EUROPE LOOKS AT INDIA

guage and philosophy of those people who had become,
both politically and economically, their subjects. The
first Sanskrit scholars and Indologists were either Go-
vernment officials or missionaries. The reason why
France lagged behind is to be found in the fact that her
interests were at that time already more confined to the
Near East than to India. The country, therefore, in
which the Industrial Revolution first originated, accele-
rating thereby the rise of the middle classes, was also
the first to investigate the civilization of India. For,
on the one hand, the Industrial Revolution had opened
up a new market in the East and, on the other, the mid-
dle classes were thirsty for a vaster and less limited kind
of knowledge. They indeed revolted against the aris-
tocratic culture of Greece and Rome, and demanded
fresh spiritual food. The middle classes stood for ex-
pansion of the empire as well as for the expansion of
their mind. And France which remained an agricul-
tural country for a much longer period of time titan
England, was less successful in expanding either her
trade or her 'spirit*.

It is no accident either that Indology received a
truly amazing impetus in Germany during the Napoleo-
nic wars. Here also it was a rejuvenated middle class
that looked towards the East for a new inspiration and
a new 'renaissance'. Not being able to expand econo-
mically or to establish colonies, Germany compensated
her political inferiority (as it undoubtedly existed at
that time) by some kind of spiritual superiority, brought
about, if not by anything else, by the ever-increasing
interest of middle class scholars and poets in things
Indian. And while the English, at the beginning, deve-